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Learn more about why Port Kembla has been dubbed the “industrial engine room of our economy” 

in this Hydrogen Hub Update that contains information on; 

• Major Energy Projects 

• BlueScope announces future decarbonisation pathway 

• Blue Economy CRC – Offshore Wind Energy in Australia Report 

• Next Future Mobility Day Event 

• Hydrogen Hub Showcase Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Major Energy Projects 

Busy times continue at Port Kembla with many major energy projects being delivered over the next 

two years. These major energy projects by foundation members of the Port Kembla Hydrogen Hub 

will generate significant economic outcomes for the region in terms of investment and new job 

creation. Collectively these projects represent important building blocks for the continued 

development of a world class hydrogen ecosystem at Port Kembla. 

 

 

An important milestone has been achieved for the proposed $1.3bn Port Kembla Power Station 

project with the announcement on 27 August 2021 that it has been designated Critical State 

Significant Infrastructure (CSSI) by the NSW Government. 

 

 

The Illawarra Mercury, 27 Aug 2021, Glen Humphries, p3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BlueScope announces future decarbonisation pathway 

A major announcement by BlueScope on the 16 August 2021 about its journey towards a 2050 net 

zero goal will see the company trial the use of green hydrogen at its Port Kembla Steelworks. 

Renew Economy - Giles Parkinson 16 August 2021  

 

Bluescope is looking to spend $150 million over the next five years, and up to $400 million over the 

next 10 years, to further its emissions reduction efforts. 

 

Major emissions reductions – Hydrogen DRI – dependent on renewable hydrogen supply. 

 

It will build a pilot renewable electrolyser plant at its Port Kembla facilities to produce green 

hydrogen and explore that technology. 

“There is some exciting work on breakthrough green steel technologies, such as injecting (green) 

hydrogen into blast furnace,” Vassella said. 

“The target is dependent on the commerciality of breakthrough technologies, the availability of 

renewables and hydrogen. The use of green hydrogen options is emerging as an interesting 

pathway. We see a strong future for steel in a low carbon world.” 

The company said that achieving the 2050 net zero goal is dependent on several enablers, 

including the commerciality of emerging and breakthrough technologies, the availability of affordable 

and reliable renewable energy and hydrogen, raw materials and “appropriate public policy settings.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://reneweconomy.com.au/steel-giant-snubs-gas-on-road-to-net-zero-focus-on-renewables-and-green-hydrogen/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/author/giles/


Blue Economy CRC – Offshore Wind Energy in Australia 
Report 

The Offshore Wind Energy in Australia – Final Project Report (July 2021) provides a comprehensive 

review of the opportunities, technologies and potential economic impact this new energy sector can 

provide. Advancements in offshore wind tower technology now mean floating structures tethered by 

cables to the sea floor can be deployed in relatively deep water areas such as off the coast of Port 

Kembla. 

One standout in the Report is that Port Kembla has attracted 40 percent of the planned 25GW of 

offshore wind projects in Australia with the 10GW total split between grid supply and large scale 

hydrogen production. Plans to develop a portfolio of wind farms off the NSW Coast by Oceanex 

including the proposed Illawarra Offshore Wind Farm were covered previously in Updates #7 and 

#9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next Future Mobility Day Event 

Plans are underway for the next Future Mobility Day event. Obviously with ongoing COVID 

restrictions we will have to shift to a virtual event. 

Following the success of the June Future Mobility Day, the focus will continue to be on Stage 2 of 

the Heavy Road Transport Trial. There will also be presentations on proposed Trials for other heavy 

vehicle types. Port Kembla is clearly emerging as a superior location for any hydrogen technology 

demonstration project. 

Details of Future Mobility Day #3 to follow shortly. 

 

With a high level of interest in zero emission heavy vehicles, McKinsey has recently released a 

report that assesses what they define as the four true competing zero emission technologies. 

These four zero technologies were evaluated against key Emission and Total Cost of Ownership 

metrics with the results shown in the table below: 

 

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/automotive-and-assembly/our-insights/how-hydrogen-combustion-engines-can-contribute-to-zero-emissions


Port Kembla Hydrogen Hub Showcase events – 
suspended until 2022 

Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, the decision has been made to suspend the quarterly Hydrogen 

Hub Showcase program until 2022. 

Big thanks to our partner organisations including Invest Wollongong (partnership between 

Department of Regional NSW, Wollongong City Council and University of Wollongong), Inside 

Industry, BlueScope, Coregas and EnergyAustralia in making these events happen and look 

forward to resuming the program next year. 

 

 

 

 

Regards 
 
Nigel McKinnon 
Deputy Director, Illawarra-Shoalhaven  
Regional Development Branch | Department of Regional NSW  
M  0418 259 055  |  E  nigel.mckinnon@regional.nsw.gov.au  
Level 1, Block F, 84 Crown St, Wollongong NSW 2500 
nsw.gov.au/regionalnsw 
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